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THE CLIMAX
ACHIEVEMENT (1848-50 to 1870)
The Mid-Victorian Phase. The twenty years and rather
more from the Irish Famine to the year 1870 stand, in spite of
the Indian Mutiny, for the full success of England and the most
English period in the great English advance of the nineteenth
century. They were the heart of what we still call Victorian
England, and they were spiritually the summit of its achieve-
ment, because although it had not nearly reached its maximum
of growth in any direction, yet it then most enjoyed not only
invincibility, security, and self-confidence, and other marks
which it long continued to possess, but was full, as never before
and never since, of the characteristics on which all this was based
—government by gentlemen, purity of public life, the prestige
of law, regular and unchecked advance in every direction—and
in all this there had come, as yet, no admixture of alien or
degraded things.
Remote historians will look back upon this mid-nineteenth
century perhaps as men look back upon the middle of Louis
XIV's reign or Augustan Rome. These years were the heart
of that epoch in which all went well for England, in which her
wealth, population, commerce, and domination, which had
already so largely expanded since Waterloo, were to take not
only a more rapid but a more well-founded growth. As those
twenty years proceeded the sense of security increased, until at
last Englishmen may be said to have forgotten the possibility
of external peril or internal strain. The burden of Ireland
seemed to have been removed at one blow by the Famine, the
effect of the new inventions and the new machinery was working
cumulatively for the advantage of this country beyond all otheis
in Europe. In every form of adventure large or small (save in
certain moments of friction with the United States) the nation
emerged stronger than ever. Agriculture was flourishing, and
the manufactures upon which the country now depended and

